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By: Caryn Braddy
 “When things do not go your way, remember that every
challenge – every adversity – contains within it the seeds of
opportunity and growth.” – Roy T. Bennet

The idea of using adversity to seek opportunity is not new
to me. As I reflect on the past year and half, I become
acutely aware of the culture we have created at Vision
Charter Academy. On a daily basis our staff, parents and
learners face challenges with resiliency that translates to
new opportunity and certainly growth. I am honored to be a
part of such a community.  
In the past year, VCA was challenged by the CDE Finance Division to redefine itself based on
two recognized publicly funded educational models – brick and mortar, online, or blended.
As you know, our school model focuses on individualizing the learner’s educational path by
choosing resources and the instructional modality for each course for each learner. We do
not easily fit into the confines of the other educational models including the legally defined
homeschool model which is not fundable. However, we managed to “fit” into the boxes
established for this year, but we are not resting in that solution. We have embraced the
opportunity presented through our struggles to advocate for our school model to become,
by state statute, a recognized educational model for the state of Colorado. Through a lot of
reflection, work and effort, we have written a draft statute, designed from our ideal
structure, for the legislature to debate and hopefully enact creating a new fundable
educational model called Individualized Learning Academy. If approved, this model would
be validated alongside brick and mortar, online and blended school models. As we pursue
this path that will allow our school to operate within our own model and not be forced into
either brick and mortar, online or blended requirements, we need your help and support.
Please become familiar with our terminology, Individualized Learning Academy Model, and
promote the benefits of what this model has done and is doing for your learners with
community members, community leaders and state representatives. It will be an incredible
accomplishment for a school on the Western Slope of Colorado to pioneer a new
educational model and have it recognized in statute by the state of Colorado. Feel free to
contact me with questions. (Link to Draft Legislation)

We have been actively seeking funding to
begin the remodel of our Resource Center.
Once we secure funding, we will begin the
long process of bidding, contractors and
construction with the current completion
target for July 2023. 

This is your reminder that all of
VCA will be closed for the week of
Thanksgiving. Take this time to
enjoy the company of family and
friends before finals. 

VCA participated in Delta's
yearly tradition of Trick or
Treat on Main Street. I hope
everyone had a Happy
Halloween!

November 2- Day of the Dead
(Exploration)

 

November 2- College Reps Visit
 

November 2- Job Corps Reps Visit
 

November 7- CMU Concurrent Enrollment
Second Semester Registrations Open

 

November 8th- Board of Stewards
Meeting

 
 

November 9-Ice Cream STEM (Exploration)
 

November 16- Thanksgiving Breakout Box
(Exploration)

 

November 25- CMU Concurrent
Enrollment Second Semester Registration

Applications Due
 

November 30- DIY Christmas Ornaments
(Exploration)

 

December 2- Eureka Science Museum
(Field Trip)

 

November 1-November 30
Read-a-thon

 

November 7- November 18
Book Fair

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14pRPV7nudL9RjQYDG8WiBIDOkd7gv_JA/view?usp=sharing


School District Bond

For more information about these competitions, please see the
Academic Competition document.   Interested Learners need to sign up
on the Academic Competition Form.
Please contact your HQC for more information or Darci Hellman
dhellman@visioncharteracademy.org

Delta County School District offers the following Academic
Competitions for our Middle School Learners:

Friday, December 9th Math Counts @ DMS

Wednesday, February 8th 7th/8th Grade Spelling Bee @ PK8

Thursday, March 9th 6th Grade Knowledge Bowl @ DMS

Friday, March 10th  7th/8th Grade Knowledge Bowl @ DMS

Academic Competitions

Many people have asked how the bond proposal on the ballot for
Delta County School District 50J will affect Vision Charter Academy.
VCA is not part of the bond proposal and will not receive any funding
if it passes. The bond will provide funding for secured safety
entrances at Paonia K-8 and secured safety entrances, updated
locker rooms, and wrestling rooms at the three high schools. The
bond is a continuation of a bond passed in 2002. If you would like to
know more about the bond issue visit the District website at
www.deltaschools.com.

By: Caryn Braddy

By: Caryn Braddy



Kids Heart Challenge

Food for Thought Update

Amy Winston
Renee Joyce
Faith Watkins
Chucho Salazar
Jaycion Wagner
Adeliah Wagner

First off we want to say thank you to everyone who has helped get Food for Thought running as
though the transition our model may be different from last year we believe that it is worth the
effort. On October 19th VCA held its first bagging session of the 2022-2023 school year. With the
help of the Delta County School warehouse we successfully distributed nearly 140 bags of food for
children throughout the school district. Listed below are the individuals who took their time to bag
these last few weeks.

With their help we have been able to pull off this great feat. All learners who participate will have
their hours recorded so we can keep track of their community service. If you are interested in
volunteering or learning more please email cgallegos@visioncharteracademy.org.

By: Christian Alires-Gallegos

VCA has partnered with Kids Heart Challenge with the shared goal of giving our learners of
improving their overall health this year, whether that is their physical or mental. In school
sometimes its hard to take the time you need to focus on that so we want to offer those
resources to our learners. That is why we are doing a Water Drinking Challenge for all of our
learners. Studies show that most learners don't drink enough water so we went out of our
way to purchase VCA water bottles for all who want to participate! For all learners who are
interested please reach out to cgallegos@visioncharteracademy.org or talk to your
POC/HQCs.

By: Christian Alires-Gallegos



Read-a-thon

Book Fair
VCA is focusing on reading for the month of November so isn't great that the
book fair is back! With the Read-a-thon lasting for the entire month of
November you might want to stop by and take a look the cool new book we
have for sale. We will be starting the Book Fair on November 7th in Room 13
(by the Library) and it will remain open until November 18th (Friday before
Thanksgiving Break). If you are interested and want to know more please
email cgallegos@visionchareteracademy.org. 

Ready, Set.... Read? 
 

Starting on the first of November VCA will be holding a Read-a-thon that all
learners can participate in. A link will be sent out that will allows learners to
join the Read-a-thon and that is where the real fun begins. By participationg
learners have an opportunity to win cool prizes depending on how much they
read or by how much money they raise through donation. They even get to
select a prize from our treasure box just by activating their Read-a-thon
account. So join the Read-a-thon today and tell us about all the cool books
you are reading!

By: Christian Alires-Gallegos

By: Christian Alires-Gallegos



High School Happenings
 News you can use for all High School Learners 2022-2023

Link to VCA High School Happenings for more information.
College Reps to Visit Nov. 2, 2022 
A representative from Fort Lewis College will be at the Resource Center at 10:00am and a
representative from Colorado Mesa University will be available at 11:00am to meet with
Learners and families to talk about their programs and will help with applications. This is a
great opportunity to ask questions and learn more about these excellent higher education
institutions. All high school Learners are welcome. It is never too soon to start thinking
about your future. Please sign up HERE  

Job Corp Representative at Resource Center Nov. 2, 2022 1:00pm
What is Job Corps? Click JOB CORP for more information about this opportunity. Job Corp is
the largest FREE residential education program for eligible young adults ages 16-24
helping you complete your high school education and train for meaningful careers. Job Corp
campuses are located nationwide, the closest campus is located in Collbran. At Job Corp
you can learn career skills for high demand jobs in multiple trades with more than 82 career
options. Not all campuses offer every trade.  
At Job Corps, students have access to room and board while they learn skills in specific
training areas for up to three years. In addition to helping students complete their
education, obtain career technical skills and gain employment. To meet with the Job Corp
Representative, Sign UP HERE.

Colorado Mesa University Concurrent Enrollment Second Semester Registrations Open
Nov. 7th. If you have been approved for concurrent enrollment per the IOR completed last
spring, you will need to request your second semester courses in November. Please contact
Darci Hellman to complete this process, as CMU’s online registration has changed.
dhellman@visioncharteracademy.org 

Due November 25, 2022: If you are planning to take a crossover class at a Delta County
High School second semester, please turn in the Crossover forms for 2nd semester In
District Crossover Form. Take the form to the crossover school for their signature and
placement into the course you are requesting. Return the signed form to your HQC.

By: Darci Hellman

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MDC-ifGTLIA9PhM7H9adkcWMD4pmrdEwTdYpzShYGaQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MDC-ifGTLIA9PhM7H9adkcWMD4pmrdEwTdYpzShYGaQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc8LaGHc5rX59fI0ey_EKkOLc3RLb9sHWe8itKPqXsvKVxSfg/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://www.jobcorps.gov/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScAc5O_MsCJd7917EWUu5A86Xw2Z6FeXhZ_GPmaskJPatCKfA/viewform?usp=pp_url
mailto:dhellman@visioncharteracademy.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TIl8gQoRh6CDV6PE4cpdEH-80F-PglCs/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=114023165491418307776&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TIl8gQoRh6CDV6PE4cpdEH-80F-PglCs/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=114023165491418307776&rtpof=true&sd=true


November Exploration and Field Trips

November 2nd- Day of the Dead

November 9th- Ice Cream STEM

November 16th- Thanksgiving
Breakout Box

November 23rd- No Exploration

November 30th- DIY Christmas
Ornaments

December 2nd- EUREKA Science
Museum Field Trip

This year, the second day of Day of the Dead fell on an
exploration day, providing us with a memorable opportunity.
We'll delve deeper into the wonder and beauty of Day of the
Dead traditions and discover why it's quickly becoming one of
the most renowned holidays celebrated around the world.

We happened to be in the middle of National Sundae Day and
National Stem Day, so there was only one thing to do. Have a
day when you demonstrate how to make ice cream in a lunch
bag to your learners. What more could you want than to come
in and learn some cool science while eating ice cream?

When November rolls around there’s only one thing that’s on
people's minds. That DELICIOUS Thanksgiving Fest, but
there’s a huge problem! All the turkeys disappeared and we
lost grandma’s secret pumpkin pie recipe. Can your learner
find them?

Learners will have the opportunity to make their own
ornaments as a gift to decorate their beautiful family tree.

Eureka! Not just a fun word to say but also where we will be
attending our upcoming field trip. Join us on December 2nd
as VCA visits the Eureka Science Museum to experience a
plethora of amazing science exhibits. Is your learner a
science lover? Then keep an eye on Schoology to RSVP

By: Christian Alires-Gallegos



October Field Trip

October Explorations
This month VCA focused on explorations that would teach learners about safety as
well as what they may need to do in case of an emergency. Our first stop was
learning about fire safety from the pros as learners got to tour the Delta Fire
Department, which was led by our esteemed hosts Fireman Josh and Fireman Scott.
Both did an amazing job with the learners and keeping them engaged for the whole
tour. A big thank you to both of them and the Delta Fire Department for letting us
tour their establishment. But we didn’t end there as VCA invited the Delta
Ambulance team to instruct a CPR demonstration for our learners on October 26th.
EMT Erin Mulhausen lead the lesson was great as they brought a set of mannequins
and an AED machine so that learners could be best prepared to assist someone if
needed.

This month we wanted to get into the Fall Spirit, so VCA went to the Devries
Corn Maze and Pumpkin Patch. Learners had fun as they ventured the
enormous custom maze and delved into the corn kernel pit. A special thank
you to Devries Fruit & Veggies Roadside Stand for working with us to make
this trip an enjoyable experience.

By: Christian Alires-Gallegos

By: Christian Alires-Gallegos



Day of the Dead-Spanish Classes
Día de los Muertos, or for those who don't speak Spanish Day of the
Dead, is one of the fastest growing traditions that has captured the
world in recent years.  This may be because of recent movies (yes, I
love those movies too), so some teachers go out of their way to
teach about the traditions of Day of the Dead. Maria Adame had
activities for three different classes, Spanish 1, Spanish 2, and
Spanish K-5, that were all fun and engaging for everyone involved.

By: Christian Alires-Gallegos

If you have anything like you would like to share from
your classes with the newsletter, please email
cgallegos@visioncharteracademy.org



Spotlight Zone

Breanna Arellano became a VCA learner at the beginning of the 2021-2022
school year. She and her family chose to transfer to Vision, because they
wanted to ensure Breanna was getting the attention, she needs to be
successful. Also, Breanna is taking advantage of the individualized education
VCA offers. She appreciates VCA HQC’s and teachers because, “...they focus
on you completing your assignments on time and you having a good grade…
they want what’s best for you.”

Breanna and her family value overall wellbeing. As a sophomore, she chose
courses to meet graduation requirements and engage in enjoyable healthy
activities. Vision’s core courses offered in a variety of platforms gives Breanna
the flexibility to get an excellent education while enjoying other healthy
pursuits. One of Breanna’s electives is a homebased physical education course
which is perfect. Breanna’s hobbies include weightlifting and volleyball, so she
is earning credit by regularly engaging in her favorite activities that benefit her
physically, mentally, and educationally.

Breanna’s commitment to her education is made obvious by her performance;
she consistently gets schoolwork completed well and on time. Her grades are
excellent. When asked if she has advice for other learners, Breanna noted that
having a schedule and working consistently to get assignments done early or
on time reduces stress. She likes knowing that work is done so she can relax;
getting behind means always having to worry–even on weekends or over
breaks. Additionally, Breanna likes to have a list of the things she needs to do
each day. This helps her stay on target and is a way to see her progress as she
works. Progress is always encouraging! 

Vision is happy to have Breanna Arellano as a conscientious and dedicated
learner. Breanna says she is happy to encourage others to consider VCA as an
excellent educational opportunity.

Breanna Arellano

By: Amy Novacek



Henry and his family moved to Montrose two years ago, in the summer of 2020.
Homeschooled from Kindergarten, Henry was an eager learner from the start. His curiosity
and love of reading made him a natural for home study. He is also the most social member
of his family, so finding opportunities to make friends has been a long-time strength of his.
We laugh a little when some people are concerned about home-based education being
socially deficient, because Henry has proven his ability to not only have a lot of friends, but
to speak comfortably and amiably with small children on up through adults. He has socially
excelled, and is always ready to make a new friend. He is a constant buddy to his little
sister, Beth.
A Lego builder from early childhood, his attention to construction and mechanics built a
desire that, coupled with his problem-solving bent, has him looking into engineering as a
possible future career. Henry has confidence in speaking before others and an empathy,
that pairing with his faith, has him also considering a full-time ministry profession.
He plays the guitar and electric bass, bakes amazing cookies, attends youth group, and
wins every card or board game we play. He loves to play video games, and enjoys meeting
friends at the Rec center for basketball. We found VCA at just the right time to help Henry
expand his computer and online skills, acquire some new learning techniques to help
prepare him for college, and expand his social opportunities. He really enjoys the
interactions with his teachers and fellow learners, and wants to participate in as many
extra-curricular activities as he can.
We have both greatly appreciated VCA’s consistent efforts to make us feel confident in our
new learning environment, with steady support and encouragement along the way. The
best part of VCA has been the people. - Mindy Claggett

If you believe there is someone who deserves to be recognized in our
Spotlight Zone please email cgallegos@visioncharteracademy.org with a
small paragraph and a photo of that person.

Spotlight Zone
Henry Claggett

By: Marty Troutman



Kudos Korner
For the Month of October We have the Following Staff Highlighted for Kudos!

Want to earn a shot at winning a $5 gift card of your own? Send kudos when you catch staff
going above and beyond to: hrdocuments@visioncharteracademy.org

YOU CAN’T WIN IF YOU DON’T PARTICIPATE!

While I was sick, she covered the library. Vanessa was an amazing RC for 2
days!
She is always so positive and willing to help out! She did a great job on a
spur of the moment decorating job. I was most impressed!
For all the help you give. Especially for covering our library for 2 days!!

A learner spilled a yogurt drink in the front lobby. Vanessa and Kimborlee
quickly worked together to get a mop and bucket to clean up the spill. The
accident took place before my scheduled shift, so they responded quickly
to make sure the area was returned to a safe and clean environment. The
way they handled the situation made it easier for everyone and I greatly
appreciate the help.

I had to have a sub unexpectedly and Kaytlynn made sure everything was
ready to go for her - thank you! 

I would like to recognize how great Kerstin is doing juggling all the tasks
that she has on a daily basis, she is great with all the learners' parents and
staff, she is very helpful and kind.
She works hard to take care of everyone here at VCA-staff, families,
learners. We have had several new families join us here at VCA this year
and she goes above and beyond to make sure everyone feels welcomed
and ready to start their journey with us!

For being such a willing team member. From Analyst to English
Substitute, she is incredible.

Vanessa Ryser: By Amy Winston, Kim Signs, Kerstin Owens

Vanessa Ryser and Kimborlee Etter: By Naomi Archuleta

Kaytlynn Winston: By Jenn Wray

Kerstin Owens: By Anonymous, Renee Joyce

Angela Valentine: By Kerstin Owens


