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Upcoming Events
May 4 The Stars Above Us (Exploration)
May 4 Alcohol Awareness
May 7 PROM HS
May 13 Rafting Trip
May 13 Seniors Last Day
May 18 VCA Graduation
May 20 Staff Retreat
May 27 Last Day of School

 
Acadience

May 2 - May 13
 

GALILEO Testing
May 9th - May 19th

May is a time of celebration and planning.. It is easy
to get caught up in the "To Do" list and forget to
breathe and celebrate the "Achieved" list. April and
May are amazing months in the cycle of the school
year. It is a time to celebrate what has been
accomplished and look with fresh eyes for what the
future promises. This includes every participant in
VCA. Recognizing and celebrating, validates efforts
and helps promote reflection and willingness to
assess and adjust in our future planning.  

Planning for next year is well underway. Highly
Qualified Coordinators are discussing plans for
courses with learners for next year, resources are
beginning to be ordered, calendars are being set,
catalogs are being drafted, and contracts are being
discussed. I know there are rumors circulating
about whether or not VCA will be an option next
year, let me clearly state that plans are in place to
serve our K-12 learners. We are excited about the
refinements we are making to documentation
systems and course offerings which we believe will
support our learners and families better than ever.
I encourage you to celebrate and plan with your
learners as we move through the final month of
school and look forward to what the future holds.

A Word From Caryn
By: Caryn Braddy

The May Edition of The Vision Voice was
delayed so we may recognized the

excellence of VCA's learners.
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Registrar’s Corner
By: Angela Valentine

We are now accepting
registrations for next year. If you
have another learner you would
like to enroll at VCA next year
please fill out the Request for

Information form by clicking here
or going to our website. Our

enrollment coordinator, Kimborlee
Etter, will be in touch with you to
help you get the process started.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfK_t0PD__acVEd1nWeIQ_Sv6oweuKI61S4bgHD_4MgSay5_g/viewform
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VCA 2022 Showcase and
Talent Show

April 7th marked the first
time in years that VCA was
able to hold our Showcase

and Talent Show.

The learners who participated
in the presentations did an
admirable job showing the

various skills they have
nurtured during their time at

VCA. 

Thank you to
everyone who

participated in this
year's showcase and

talent show. 
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Join us for an interactive
demonstration with the Colorado
State Patrol to explore the effects

of alcohol and youth!

WHEN: Wednesday, May 4th,
10am-12pm 

WHERE: The VCA Resource
Center

Did you know that about 1 in 3 high school students
has been a passenger in a car driven by someone who
had consumed alcohol.

Alcohol is involved in 31% of teenage car accident
fatalities.

Every participant will be entered into a drawing for prizes.
Grand prize is a $50 Amazon gift certificate!

All students eligible for social studies extra credit for
attending. 

 

By: Stephanie Barnett
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4th and 5th Grade
Spelling Bee

By: Theresa Hardin

Shout out to our Spelling
Bee team. Great job! You

made Vision Charter
Academy very proud. 

Joanna Lawrence 4th
Mya Wells 4th

Sunshine Wells 5th
Tyler Kock 5th grade 

 

Congratulations to the 2022
4th/5th Spelling Bee Champion -

Brenna Lane 5th grade from
Lincoln Elementary!
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Fort Uncompahgre Field Trip
and Explorations 

We at Vision would like to thank Fort
Uncompahgre and its wonderful staff
for an amazing experience that our

learners loved.

This Wednesday, May 4th will be the
last exploration of the school year. Fun

explorations and field trips for next
semester are already being planned.

By: Christian Alires-Gallegos
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When: May 13th at 8:45/9am
Where: Western Slope SUP Office 

328 B West Bridge Street
Hotchkiss, CO 81419  

Pg 7

Rafting Trip for High
Schoolers

On May 13th high school learners can go on
a rafting trip through the Western Slope

SUP organization based in Hotchkiss.

Learners have the option to raft, paddle
board, or kayak.

Check ParentSquare to Signup.
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Four of Vision's high school learners entered the
VFW patriotic scholarship art contest and all placed

in the top 5. Hailey Rule's piece titled "Eagle with
Flag Drawing" was awarded 1st place and she was
awarded a $100 prize at the annual dinner on May

2nd. 
 

All entries have been forwarded to the State
competition which is judged on the last day of April.
If any of them place high enough they will go on to

Nationals to compete for the scholarships.

Pg 8

VFW Patriotic Scholarship
Art Contest

By: Christy Hill 

Congrats to all learners for doing a fantastic
job!
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Flag with Hands Artwork
My picture is about America loving people;

people of all nationalities and
backgrounds. America provides them

freedom and opportunities which many are
willing

to fight for. This care and inclusion of all
peoples is what Patriotism is to me. In my

picture, I decided to include all the countries
that are with America and support it.

America is not about just freedom, it is about
the act of courage, gratitude, and valor

towards our Country, our people, and our
freedom. So that’s why I created this picture

that shows patriotism and genuine love.

Brianna Gonzalez

Eagle with Flag Drawing
To be patriotic means to be proud of one's

country. Something that makes me
patriotic about America is the freedom that we

have everyday. We have the freedom to
education, speech and many other things we
tend to take for granted. For my art piece I

drew an eagle because it symbolizes patriotism
to me the most. It flies with the

outstretched wings of freedom which thousands
of Americans have died for. I am proud

of our country and this is what patriotism means
to me.Hailey Rule

VFW Patriotic Scholarship
Submissions
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Martin Luther King Drawing
“Injustice anywhere is injustice everywhere.” These

words came from
Martin Luther King Jr.’s Letter from Birmingham jail.

He, like many
others in America’s past, worked to make America

better for future
generations. We have people fighting for equal rights

and making
changes to the way we run our country. In America,

people have ways to
change laws for the better, without resorting to

violence. Martin Luther
King Jr. is proof of that. Even after he was

assassinated, his words are
taught to the generations that come and continue to

inspire people every
day. I chose to write the words from the “I have a

dream speech” in
orange because, according to gemstonegifs.com, the

color represents
freedom. The fact that people in our country's

history have fought so
hard to be seen and heard, and were recognized for

it, is something that
makes me proud to be American.

Kali Christensen

Lillyanne Christensen
 

VFW Patriotic Scholarship
Submissions



 
 

M A Y  2 0 2 2  N E W S L E T T E R

 It was great meeting the new
high schoolers as well as their

families. Congrats to our
learners and we at VCA can't

wait to see what you all
accomplish in high school!

Pg 11

8th Grade Celebration
On April 29th Vision held
an 8th grade celebration
to commemorate our 8th
grade learners entering

high school.
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Testing Numbers
By: Nicole Peterson and Trey Jones 

CMAS Numbers
                      We have just completed several weeks of CMAS testing for our 3rd-8th

graders. Our learners were tested in Math and Language Arts and our 5th
and 8th Grade students were tested in science as well. We had 82%
participation in CMAS which is great after two years of dealing with COVID
challenges. We will work hard to get that participation rate up even higher
next year. Thank you to all of the families who made the effort to have your
learner here at VCA for testing! Your effort is appreciated and helps show
the Colorado Department of Education that VCA is a unique and viable
option for learners in our community. The data from the tests help families
plan curriculum for the next school year. We started end of the year K-5
Acadience Reading testing May 2 and end of the the year Galileo testing for
3rd grade and up during the second and third weeks of May. Acadience
and Galileo tests are mandatory for VCA students and we look forward to
seeing your learner's hard work from this school year shown through test.
Thank you for all your hard work!

PSAT/SAT Numbers
                      

9th had a 92% participation rate
10th had an 82% participation
11th had a 90% participation

VCA had an amazing turnout for the PSAT and SAT this year from all
grades that participated.

 

We want to recognize the great turnout from
the learners this term and remind you that

GALILEO is coming later this month.
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NHS Induction Ceremony
On April 27th NHS President Lucas Chapman and

Vice President Sienna Reese lead a ceremony
which inducted new members:

   Lisa Acevedo
Keyin Barthelmas-Rundberg

Noelle Camp
Elianna Gehm

Ruby Gehm
Breonna Giron
Olivia Lindsay

June Pulver
Pepper Shima

 Congratulations to the inductees for their
achievements!
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High School Happenings
Important news you can use for High School Learners

2021-2022
By: Darci Hellman

May 7, 2022 PROM at S & K Event Center 
 Located at 5955 Sawmill Mesa Road.
Grand March 4:00pm Dance starts at
5:00pm - 9:00pm
Questions: Contact Kayleigh Higginbottom
khigginbottom@visioncharteracademy.org

May 18, 2022 VCA Graduation 5:00pm At the Delta
Performing Arts Center 
822 Grand Ave. Delta
All Seniors and their Speakers need to attend rehearsal
at 3:45pm
Information and tips for Speakers can be found HERE.
VCA provides a cap and gown for each graduate to use.
If Seniors want to keep and/or decorate their
graduation cap, (or cap and gown) they will need to
purchase their own cap on Amazon. Boys wear Matte
BLACK, Girls wear Shiny PURPLE.

Amazon/Graduation Mall

MAY 16, 2022 - All Senior Grades must be in ILP and Finalized  
Watch the Delta County Independent and High Country Shopper for

upcoming special inserts with Graduate photos.  
Please join us in celebrating our Graduates!

 

mailto:khigginbottom@visioncharteracademy.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SvN1mvdKAhB8rJ9hYlkoSkV8Q1MdEiOf4UY5787hTxI/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.amazon.com/GraduationMall-Graduation-Tassel-Optional-Purple/dp/B00RADAE2E/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&qid=1513262014&sr=8-4&keywords=purple+graduation+cap


 
 

M A Y  2 0 2 2  N E W S L E T T E R

Pg 15

High School Happenings Cont.
Important news you can use for High School Learners

2021-2022
Importance of Service Learning: 

Why Volunteer? There are many reasons to volunteer in our
community. The first, and most obvious, is to help someone. You don’t
know going into a volunteer job what impact you will have on the life
of the person you are helping. When you are Volunteering, or Service
Learning, you are also gaining skills that will benefit you in future jobs.
Another reason to volunteer, most college or scholarship applications
will ask you to list your volunteer or community service hours. As you
work your way through high school just volunteering for 30 minutes
every week can add up to over 100 hours of work over 4 years! It is
worth the time and effort that you spend on Volunteering/Service
Learning just to have something to add to your applications. As you

reflect on your efforts you will feel good about your time volunteering
and you will know that you have helped others. You can find some
possible volunteer opportunities in your community. Keep track of

your activities and hours using this Activity Tracking Sheet.
Summertime is a great time for volunteering!

Black Canyon Classics Car Club Scholarship - due May 15
This year, due to a generous gift, the BCC Scholarship will be $3,000.
We'd like to award this opportunity to a student pursuing an automotive
career, but all applications will be considered.

 Black Canyon Car Club Scholarship

SCHOLARSHIPS DUE
By: Darci Hellman

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xlsyWRKJUd5L2HHsd_Pv7JLkDNfkbS3X3jv4guHhaP0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xlsyWRKJUd5L2HHsd_Pv7JLkDNfkbS3X3jv4guHhaP0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1zA-gsKiTqzEjL7zQClOUkS4cY8eCJ8XNwBvqtAJ_1jA/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.blackcanyonclassics.org/?page_id=272
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Neveah Sophie Angotti completed all graduation requirements
early and is a December Graduate. She is passionate about
animals. With her desire to help animals she is currently caring
for a blind calf and in her quest to rescue a wounded duck she
engineered a “duck wheelchair”. She will be attending Western
Colorado Community College in Grand Junction to become a Vet
Tech and has received the CMU/WCCC Presidential
Scholarship.

Kaleb Apodaca Vega has earned a National Career Readiness
Certificate and aspires to someday become and lawyer
specializing in immigration law. Kaleb has worked almost full
time while completing high school while also providing support
for his family, which demonstrates his dedication and loyalty. He
is a role model for his family. 

Jamie Dianne Bellew will graduate with a Certification in Early
Childhood Education from Colorado Mesa Unversity. Jamie loves
working with children and often incorporates her love of music
into her lessons. Jamie has been writing her own songs since she
was five years old and playing the piano since she was eight.
Jamie brings joy and happiness wherever she goes. Jamie has
been enrolled in VCA since kindergarten. 

Anise Ann Blair will complete training as a Certified Nurse
Assistant through the Technical College of the Rockies and looks
forward to continuing her family tradition of service to others
working in the medical field. Anise has also earned a National
Career Readiness Certification. 

 

Pg 16

Spotlight Zone
VCA’s Spectacular Seniors Class of 2022 
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Lucas Bradley Chapman is completing his Apprenticeship as a
Residential Electrician and will continue to expand his skills in
multiple construction trades to become a General Contractor.
He is also an exceptionally talented pianist. He is a gifted young
man of many talents who will be a success in all he undertakes.
Lucas is the Vision Charter Academy National Honor Society
President.

Kalub River-Kuehn Faulkner will graduate with a National
Career Readiness Certification and plans to continue working on
developing his masterpiece video game design. He considers
himself more of a Curious George than a Dennis the Menace
with an unwavering ambition to become a game creator and
developer.

Jordan Kristy Fine will graduate with a National Career
Readiness Certification and will be attending Colorado Mesa
University to study business to prepare her to become a realtor.
Jordan’s passion for dance motivated her to persevere through
many painful hours of multiple surgeries and rehab after a
terrible auto accident last fall. She participated in one
performance from her wheelchair and Jordan will be performing
a solo in the upcoming Starbeam Studios Performance. She is an
inspiration!

Gabriel Nathaniel Garcia will graduate with a National Career
Readiness Certification along with completing Welding training
through the Technical College of the Rockies. Gabe would like to
expand his welding skills and incorporate his artistic talents in
his future career goals.

Pg 17

Spotlight Zone
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Ethan L. Hartman will be attending Grand Canyon University in
Arizona pursuing a business degree with an Academic
Scholarship. Ethan has earned VCA Academic Letter all four
years of high school which included concurrent college courses
through CMU. He also earned Varsity Football Letter from
Montrose High School and was chosen CHSAA First Team All
League Player. Ethan also played Varsity Lacrosse and works at
Home Depot. He is a very hard working young man with a future
as bright as his shining smile!

Nicolas James “Jimmy” Hill has earned a National Career
Readiness Certification and will be pursuing his interests in auto
mechanics after graduation. With his hard work and
determination he is sure to succeed. 

Rikku Kendall Lage completed all of her graduation
requirements early and is a December Graduate. She is a VCA
Letterman and she earned a National Career Readiness
Certification and plans to pursue her many career interests in
art and business. Rikku can often be found at summer festivals
doing fantastic face paintings and shares her imagination and
enthusiasm with all her customers and friends. 

Jorryn Liberato– Hall will be completing the Esthetician
program at Technical College of the Rockies. She also earned a
National Career Readiness Certification. Jorryn’s beautiful spirit
as well as her beautiful skin inspire others toward self-care.
Jorryn has been enrolled in VCA since kindergarten. 

Pg 18

Spotlight Zone
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Olivia Dawn Lindsay will be attending Bringham Young
University where she will pursue her passions for music and
photography. She is a gifted musician and student, earning
Academic and Extra Curricular Letters from VCA. She is the 2021
winner of the “We Love Music” Scholarship. Olivia’s talents bring
inspiration to us all. Olivia has been a VCA Learner since
kindergarten. Olivia is a member of Vision Charter Academy
National Honor Society.

Mia Lynn Maruca is completing her first year of Cosmetology at
the Technical College of the Rockies and will continue attending
TCR after graduation to complete her Cosmetology degree. She
has also earned a National Career Readiness Certification. Mia’s
determination to succeed and her positive attitude will propel
her into a beautiful future. 

Dylan Winsted Miles will be attending Colorado School of Mines
on a full scholarship where he will study engineering. Dylan has
earned VCA Academic Letter all four years and is an exceptional
student whose senior project astounded us all. Dylan’s love of
learning and deep intellectual curiosity will lead him to great
discoveries in the future! 

Brant Lee Nichols’ fighting spirit and hard work enabled him to
graduate a year early by completing all of his graduation
requirements. Brant has earned a National Career Readiness
Certification and he plans to move out of state after graduation
to pursue a career in auto mechanics and his dream of designing
race cars. 

 

Pg 19

Spotlight Zone
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Cody Lee Proctor will complete year one Auto Mechanics from
Technical College of the Rockies. He will continue Auto
Mechanics at TCR after graduation. He has also earned a
National Career Readiness Certification. His determination to
succeed and pursue his passion for automobiles will make him a
success and asset to the community. 

Sienna Renee Reese is a gifted artist who has been a part of
many of the magnificent murals found around Delta County:
several in Paonia, on the Nature Connection Building and others.
Sienna will be attending Fort Lewis College with Merit
Scholarships. She has earned VCA Academic Letter and is a
member of the VCA National Honor Society. 

Samuel William Roberts will be attending Colorado Mesa
University next year . His amazing senior presentation with a
body motion sensor impressed everyone with its intricate details
all created by Sam. We look forward to seeing what Sam
develops in the future. 

Irene Joy Shenk has earned a National Career Readiness
Certification. She plans to travel abroad after graduation and
explore the world to expand her creativity.

Tyler Joseph Moore has earned a National Career Readiness
Certification along with First Aid/CPR certification and is
currently working at Homestead Meats. Tyler completed a year-
long Outdoor Survival Capstone project learning multiple skills
from water purification, building shelters, carving tools and
navigation. He is ready to survive in any situation. Pg 20

Spotlight Zone

Photo N/A
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Heli Jane Tolka will complete the Cosmetology program at the
Technical College of the Rockies after graduation. She has also
earned a National Career Readiness Certification and plans to
pursue a career in Cosmetology. Heli’s knack for braiding and
styling hair will be an asset to the community. 

Jordyn Lynnae Vodopich has earned a National Career
Readiness Certification. With her love for animals Jordyn can
often be found volunteering at the local animal shelter and
dreams of one day opening an animal shelter in Crawford.

Johnathan Donald Wagner will graduate with certification in
Auto Mechanics from the Technical College of the Rockies in
addition to earning a National Career Readiness Certification. He
is currently working as a mechanic and ranch hand . Ultimately,
Johnathan aspires to become a police officer because he wants
to protect and serve his community. He wants to show people
that police officers are good, caring people. 

Ozrik Anthony Waltrip is completing year one Auto Mechanics
at the Technical College of the Rockies and will continue to
complete the program after graduation. He also earned a
National Career Readiness Certification. Oz currently works at
the theatre in Montrose. He is a busy and dedicated young man
with a passion for cars and helping people.

Pg 21
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Spotlight Zone
Staff

For those of you who do not know her, Nan Latta
is a big part of our K8 team. She is our Reading
Interventionist. She loves teaching reading to all
ages. She has worked for Vision for the past 17
years. She enjoys reading historical fiction and
mystery books. She has two married children
and a very beautiful grand baby!

Nan Latta
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Darci has done a tremendous job with all of the work she does to
organize the showcase, National Junior Honor Society induction,
and graduation. 

 Christian was fantastic as he stepped in to fill the role of MC for
the showcase and talent show. 

Rick Troutman does such a fantastic job! He stealthily manages so
many behind-the-scenes pieces that keep VCA running smoothly
and we all appreciate his eagerness to help anytime.

Carrie has done great with jumping in and managing so many
details seamlessly with a positive attitude and smile on her face.

Trey and Nicole both did a commendable job in leading our annual
State Assessments. Due to both of their efforts everything went
smoothly and was a great success.

Darci Hellman by Angela Valentine

Christian Alires-Gallegos by Angela Valentine

Rick Troutman by Darci Hellman

Carrie DeOnier by Darci Hellman

Trey Jones and Nicole Peterson by Darci Hellman

For the Month of April We have the Following Staff
Highlighted for Kudos!

Pg 23

Kudos Korner

April's Winner's were Amy Winston and Amy Bader
Want to earn a shot at winning a $5 gift card of your own?
Send kudos when you catch staff going above and beyond

to: cgallegos@visioncharteracademy.com
 

YOU CAN’T WIN IF YOU DON’T PARTICIPATE!


