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Sixty percent of the
graduates are college-
bound and have been
awarded a total of
$235,000 in scholarships. 

Graduation

Galileo tests our learners in
Math and Language Arts
while Acadience tests for
reading.

Acadience/
GalileoThis is VCA's first prom

that has been held since
the beginning of the
pandemic.

Prom

Upcoming Events

By: Caryn Braddy
What an amazing year we have had
together! There have been many
challenges along the way, and I have
watched people change those
challenges into opportunities through
determination, compassion and
resiliency. Listening to our graduates'
stories and their plans for the future
reminds why it is always important to
move forward and face the obstacles
that are placed before us. We all choose
Vision Charter Academy for different
reasons, and we all choose Vision
Charter Academy for the same reason -
the learners and their educational
success. I am honored to be serving this
school, its staff, its learners and its
families. I hope you all have a wonderful
break and are ready for the new
opportunities that await us next year.  

END OF THE 2021-2022
SCHOOL YEAR

While it is difficult to say goodbye to a fantastic
year, VCA is eagerly anticipating the 2022-2023
academic year. Have a wonderful summer break,
and we'll see you in August!

Summer Vacation
Orientation: Aug 11-
12
First Day of School:
Aug 15
RC Office Opens: July
11
Resources Return
Deadline: June 3



Interested in the Swim Team?



Learners who are not returning next year, make sure you have spoken with your
HQC/POC and they have filled out the Intent to Enroll letting us know your learner
will not be returning. This allows us to have your learner’s records ready to send to
their next school as soon as we receive a records request in the fall. If you are not
certain whether or not an Intent to Enroll was completed please fill out the Exit
form found on our website at
https://www.visioncharteracademy.org/edresources.php. It is also linked here.
Learners who are returning next year, you will receive an email from
deltaschools.com in late July or early August with the information you need to
register your returning learner next year. Do not fill out a new learner registration.
Wait until you get that email and use the code to register your returning learner.
Learners whose plans change over the summer please do one of the following:

Learners who were planning to return but decide to exit, fill out the Exit form
found on our website at
https://www.visioncharteracademy.org/edresources.php. It is also linked here.
Learners who were planning to exit but decide to return, email
registrar@visioncharteracademy.org with the name and grade of your learners
and let us know you plan to return. We will contact you when we return to the
office in late July and provide you with information about what you need to do.

Graduates, please make sure you complete the Exit form found on our website at
https://www.visioncharteracademy.org/edresources.php. It is also linked here.
Thank you to those graduates who have already completed the form.

The staff in the Registration Office have several things to share with you as we finish
this school year and begin planning for next year.

Graduates, we have received transcript requests from many of you. Your grades have
been entered but we are waiting for the process to be completed that stores all of our
semester grades. As soon as that is done we will get your final transcript printed and
sent out.

Registrar's Corner

By: Angela Valentine

https://www.visioncharteracademy.org/edresources.php
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSflkpX5BUN2W-5qO0RKybnsdlbseD23DDLUE-P9Z08uBTgLyA/viewform
https://www.visioncharteracademy.org/edresources.php
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSflkpX5BUN2W-5qO0RKybnsdlbseD23DDLUE-P9Z08uBTgLyA/viewform
mailto:registrar@visioncharteracademy.org
https://www.visioncharteracademy.org/edresources.php
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSflkpX5BUN2W-5qO0RKybnsdlbseD23DDLUE-P9Z08uBTgLyA/viewform


Curriculum Items: 
textbooks, curriculum kits, enrichment
kits, teacher editions.

Educational Resource Items: 
microscopes, telescopes, reading books,
math manipulatives, and games.

IT Items: 
MP3 players, IPADs, Chromebooks,
laptops, carrying bags, chargers, mouse
pads, and mice.

For curriculum, families/HQCs will access
their account in Web Opac

Click on the “login” button in the top
right corner
Username is the entire last name
followed by the first name (IE: Joe Smith
= smithjoe)
List of resources checked out to your
learner is displayed as soon as you log in
- all of these must be returned
If your learner has no items checked out
through the library the username will not
be accepted.
You are required to complete a form to
be handed in with your curricula and any
educational resource. Please complete
one form per learner. These forms will be
available when you come to the RC
library.
Items with a barcode need to be
returned as a separate item - please do
not include it in a kit.

The last day to return all items is June 3rd at the
Resource Center Library. Please prepare your
items for return - clean and orderly. Any items
not returned will be billed. Things to be returned
are:

1.

Resource Return Process
Curriculum kits:

Must be returned in the original
container
Must include non-consumable items on
the list attached to the original
container.
May also contain any consumable items
not used.
May not include any item that does not
belong in the kit - consult the list on the
lid.
Document any missing items on your
return form - if the item is not returned
the family will be invoiced

Note: Kits should have a highlighted list of
things to be returned.

Your HQC/POC has a list of equipment that
needs to be returned.
Clean the devices prior, using a lint-free
cloth, such as a screen wipe for electronics,
and ensure all items are included in the
return such as laptop, charger, bag, mouse,
and mouse pad. 
A form needs to be completed and put into
the device bag. 
Required information: Learner’s Name,
POC/HQC name, Person returning device,
Cell phone #, a list of items being returned,
exit information, and required signatures.
Option 1: Families may print the form at
home and complete one for each learner
and device.
Option 2: A copy will be provided at the
Resource Center if needed.
Please remember to return items clean and
orderly!

   2. For IT Resources:

By: Amy Winston



Acadience and Galileo Testing
Vision just finished several weeks of Galileo testing for learners in grades 3
through 8, as well as Acadience testing for students in grades K through 6.
With only one learner not testing, the Galileo testing has a remarkable 99
percent participation rate, which is a high level of engagement! Acadience,
not to be outdone, had a 98 percent participation rate, which is even another
impressive display of learner engagement. Thank you to all of the families
that made the effort to have their children complete their testing; as a result
of your efforts, VCA will be able to focus on the appropriate curriculum and
continue to foster the brilliance that all of our students are capable of.

As we wrap up the 2021-22 school year, our staff has already started planning for next
year. One of the things for next year that we are very excited about is the family
orientations we have planned for August 11 and 12. We expect every family at VCA in
the fall to attend orientation so our staff is working hard to make sure each session
covers topics that are relevant to families who have been with us for a while and those
who are new at VCA in the fall. Everyone will attend sessions on Schoology (our new
database that will house the ILPs) and business vendor classes. All of our full-time
families will also attend a session on explorations, field trips, clubs, and other ways to
engage more with our school and a session on the basics of schooling at home. All of
our families will attend a session specific to your learners: part-time, full-time K-8, or
full-time HS. There will also be a session for you to complete any enrollment items that
need to be done.

We will be doing the orientation at the Resource Center and will have groups of families
starting through the sessions every 20 minutes. Because of space limitations, each
group is limited to ten families and we ask that you not bring your learners or other
children. We look forward to getting everyone off to a great start and encourage you to
talk to your HQC now about getting a time reserved for fall orientation.

Looking Forward to 2022-2023

By: Angela Valentine

By: Nicole Peterson



VCA Prom 2022

By: Kayleigh Higginbottom

This year's prom was held at the S and K event center in Delta, Colorado.
Students from all high school grades, as well as their guests, enjoyed the
venue's outdoor and indoor features. Even though the grand march was
altered due to high winds, prom was a success. A and M creations food and
VCA staff donations provided plenty of dinner and snacks. Thanks to our in-
house DJ and IT department Shawn Joyce, learners got down on the dance
floor. Our photographers captured the moments, complete with green
screens for an added touch. Thank you to all of the staff, parents, and
community members who helped make prom something to remember.



Congratulations VCA Class of 2022!

Neveah Angotti: 
Colorado Mesa University Presidential
Scholarship

Ethan Hartman: 
Grand Canyon University Merit Scholarship,
Delta Rotary Scholarship, and the Ralph
Mangum Memorial Scholarship

Jorryn Liberato-Hall: 
DMEA Scholarship

Olivia Lindsay: 
Stewart Watson Wheeler Scholarship and
the Delta Altrusa Scholarship

Cody Proctor: 
Black Canyon Car Club and Ute Trails Car
Club Scholarships

Sienna Reese: 
Fort Lewis College Presidential Merit
Scholarships, Stewart Watson Wheeler
Scholarship, DMEA Scholarship, Delta
County Democrat Scholarships, Delta
Federal Credit Union Scholarship, White
Rose and OddFellows Scholarships

Dylan Miles: 
Colorado School of Mines Colorado Scholar
Full Ride Scholarship

The following graduates are recipients of
scholarship awards:

Vision Charter Academy is proud to celebrate the
achievements of the graduating Class of 2022!
This group of graduates persevered through the
COVID Pandemic years with tremendous success.
Vision Charter Academy is a school within Delta
County School District working with parents,
teachers, and community partners to develop
individualized learning plans for each Learner.
These graduates have completed courses at
home, on campus, at District schools, online, at
Technical College of the Rockies, at Colorado
Mesa University, through Colorado Northwestern
Community College, and through Western State
University.  

Of the 25 graduates, 6 earned Honors Diploma
Distinction determined by their high test scores,
grade point average, and meeting or exceeding
guidelines from the Colorado Department of
Higher Education. Seventy-six percent have
earned Industry Certifications and National
Career Readiness Certifications, including one
graduate, Lucas Chapman, who passed his
Colorado Residential Wireman Exam and is
working on completing his Residential Electrician
Apprenticeship. 

By: Darci Hellman



Tuesday, June 21 (12-1 p.m.)
Tuesday, July 19 (6:30-7:30 p.m.)
Thursday, August 25 (5:30-6:30 p.m.)
Thursday, September 29 (12-1 p.m.)

LEARN HOW TO BE SCHOLARSHIP READY:
The Boettcher Foundation is hosting webinars on “Everything You Need to Know About
Scholarships.” During these webinars we will discuss how students can “ACE” their college
and scholarship applications, including tips on how to help your applications stand out. You
can register to attend one of the webinars by clicking on the date you wish to attend
(please note that you only need to attend one, as the same information will be presented
during each webinar):
 

 
Because our Zoom attendee number is limited, please only register if you will be able to
watch the webinar during the scheduled date and time. While we do encourage you to
join in real-time so that you can ask questions, if you cannot attend any of these webinars,
you can still watch an abbreviated recording of the presentation on the FAQs and
Resources page of our website (located under the question asking if the Boettcher
Foundation provides resources on how to be competitive in a scholarship application). We
plan to add a Spanish language version of the recording to our website later this summer,
as well.

We also encourage you to visit our website to learn more about the Boettcher Scholarship.

Colorado Department of Corrections job now open for 18 year olds
Click on this link for more information.

New Construction Program at Technical College of the Rockies
Basic Construction walks students through the facets of construction with hands-on
experience working with Habitat for Humanity in our local community, as well as utilizing
their skills on the TCR campus. Students will learn skills in project layout, excavating,
concrete work, framing, trim work, and drywall. Students will take the NCEER (The National
Center for Construction Education and Research) certification exam. Talk to your POC if you
are interested in this opportunity.
Eligible Juniors and Seniors complete the IOR application and need approval to apply.

High School Happenings

By: Darci Hellman

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_HC5MtjxER-6gEew633EgTg
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_KUGKN_HFReazXBzfS_bdtQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jtVkW1uxQZKJmGg6ibH1Kw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_lm2QSms4Sfme6P7lvbhz0A
https://boettcherfoundation.org/scholarship-faqs-and-resources/
https://boettcherfoundation.org/scholarship-faqs-and-resources/
https://boettcherfoundation.org/colorado-scholarships/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qGlT6DZx36MfBnsgofqSV6Qmr0vkGjm6/view?usp=sharing


PSAT and SAT Scores are accessible through your College Board account. If you have not made an
account yet, make one now. You can link your account to Khan Academy for a customized study
plan toward your SAT test required in your Junior year.
Use your downtime this summer practicing and preparing for future test.

LOOK HERE! Your Future will be BRIGHT when you earn an Industry Credential in one of these
Highly In-Demand Careers:
CompTIA A+
Adobe Certified Professional (Photoshop, Illustrator and InDesign)
Certified Associate in Project Management (CAPM)
Microsoft Office Certified Associate
Certified Salesforce Administrator
Autodesk Certified Associate
This is a new program developed by the Colorado Department of Education offering Learners the
opportunity to complete one of the credential programs in one year online. Learners can graduate
with the skills to start their careers right after graduation. Successfully earning an Industry
Credential will also meet the Graduation Proficiency Requirements. These will be new elective
course offerings in the upcoming course catalog so watch for details.

NEW PROGRAM: Amazon Future Engineer is a comprehensive childhood-to-career program aimed
at increasing access to computer science education. Check out their website
https://www.amazonfutureengineer.com/ and ask Ms. Marty, the Electives Coordinator is you are
interested in this electives class next year.

Colorado Department of Corrections jobs now open for 18 year olds with a High School Diploma.
Click on this link for more information.

High School Happenings Cont.

Summer 2022 Nature Connections and More
All summer jobs and internships are paid, but please read the descriptions carefully to learn about
the benefits, commitment, and how to apply. Please submit applications ASAP. For more
information
The Nature Connection.net/student-jobs
More information can be found on these links:
You can watch on YouTube here: https://youtu.be/d8Ndiqg9vbk
We also have a brief video about our backcountry trail crew available here:
https://youtu.be/UM0qOTHaXGU

For those needing some healing Hope West is offering summer programs for a variety of grades
Hope West

Look for summer programs and camps at local rec centers
Montrose rec center
Delta rec center

By: Darci Hellman & Kayleigh Higginbottom 

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat?ef_id=CjwKCAjwyryUBhBSEiwAGN5OCJl8Bo-E2Dsv9pnCD_M4fjsJULVHIkw-VOXPT8h6vs1sXwzQa514-hoCThQQAvD_BwE:G:s&s_kwcid=AL!4330!3!592577594099!b!!g!!college%20board!13829454704!131955790008&gclid=CjwKCAjwyryUBhBSEiwAGN5OCJl8Bo-E2Dsv9pnCD_M4fjsJULVHIkw-VOXPT8h6vs1sXwzQa514-hoCThQQAvD_BwE
https://www.amazonfutureengineer.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qGlT6DZx36MfBnsgofqSV6Qmr0vkGjm6/view?usp=sharing
https://thenatureconnection.net/student-jobs/
https://youtu.be/d8Ndiqg9vbk
https://youtu.be/UM0qOTHaXGU
https://www.hopewestco.org/hopewest-kids-summer-delta-county/
https://montroserec.com/589/Programs-Events
https://cityofdelta.net/parksrecgolf/page/programs-special-events


Rafting Trip
In May, a group of high school students joined the Horizons group on a fun
rafting trip with the Western Slope SUP. On one of the final field trips for the
2021-2022 school year, students had a wonderful day on the rapids as they
traveled from the Paonia River to the Hotchkiss fairgrounds.

Thank you to Western SUP for a wonderful experience.
By: Kayleigh Higginbottom

Food for Thought
Vision Charter Academy led the Food for Thought initiative in Delta County
Joint School District 50J during the school year 2021-2022, delivering food to
a variety of pupils. VCA has been delivering up to 120 bags of food every week
on average, with meals graciously donated by the Food Bank of the Rockies in
the Western Slope.

We would like to express our gratitude to everybody who have helped Food
for Thought since without their efforts and donations, VCA would not have
been able to provide such a valuable service to the community.

By: Christian Alires-Gallegos



Climb-a-Peak

Pinata Day at the Learning Center
A group of middle and high school students spent the day at the VCA Learning
Center constructing lovely pinatas for the little kids. Everyone who was a part
of the process had a fantastic time, and it was inspiring to see our learners'
creative juices flow with their gorgeous masterpieces.

By: Maria Adame

For the last three years, the Health and Wellness Committee have sponsored the Climb A Peak
program. Climb A Peak was our fun program where learners (and later) our staff were invited to
record their activities which were then converted to steps and then those steps were put on a
graph to see how many mountain peaks in Colorado the learner or staff climbed. We then gave out
prizes for the most peaks climbed. We have had so much fun and many, many peaks were climbed;
but this was our last year. Next year we are going to introduce something else new and fun! We
decided as our final prizes, passes to the Delta Family Fun Park mini golf course.

If the following learners will come to the Vision Charter Academy Resource Center, we have
prizes for them:

Please come into the office by June 10. The office will be closed after that!
Thanks for a great year and participating in Climb-A-Peak!

Madelyn Lindsay
Evelyn Lindsay
Harvey Rodgers
Sienna Reese

Ethan Hartman
Emma Treagesser
Markus Lindsay
Barnabas Simmons

Winston Stutzman

By: Kimborlee Etter



Staff Retreat
When we hear the word retreat we often think of the definition found in the
Cambridge Dictionary, “a move back by soldiers or an army, either because
they have been defeated or in order to avoid fighting.” The staff at Vision
Charter Academy recently had a different kind of retreat. They made “an
organized group withdrawal from regular activities for a given purpose.”

The staff retreat on Friday, May 20, was held in the conference room at the
Ute Indian Museum in Montrose. It was a time for all staff to come together in
one room to reflect on the accomplishments of the 2021-22 school year,
engage in activities focused on effective communication, and learn about
some of the major initiatives for next year. The main focus of the day was
giving staff, many of whom don’t often get to work together, an opportunity
to meet together as a team.

Fun Facts 2021-2022
Department: Engagement Department: Enrollment Department: Building

Number of explorations
22

Total exploration
participants (parents and
learners)

400
Number of field trips 

6
Highest number of
participants in a field trip

98 at Punk’s Pumpkin
Patch

Average number of FFT
bags delivered each week 

112
Amount of food delivered 

5.2 tons

Number of fire extinguishers
at the RC 

6
Total number of doors in the
RC

54
Total phone calls received at
the school in April 

1,430
Most meetings scheduled at
the RC in a single day since we
started using the calendaring
system 

18
Number of classes scheduled
for the LC on Wednesdays 

13

Number of learners enrolled October
1 

398
Registrations approved 

471
Number of courses taught at least
once 

195
Requests for information received
May 2021 to May 2022 

244
Number of exits processed 

314
Average number of contacts with
potential families before enrollment 

5
Number of learners enrolled May 1 

384

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/move
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/soldier
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/army
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/defeat
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/order
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/avoid
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/fight


Kudos Korner
For the Month of April We have the Following Staff Highlighted for Kudos!

Rick Troutman by Darci Hellman
Rick's eagerness to get in and assist with whatever is always a welcome sight. At graduation he offered to transport plants
with care, haul tubs, and help set up the stage for us. He appears quietly and provides a helping hand when required, and we
are grateful to have him as part of the VCA family!

Debbie Johnson by Darci Hellman
Debbie Johnson puts in tireless efforts into ensuring that all of her Learners succeed as she celebrates her fifth year with VCA.
Some Seniors would not be on that platform at Graduation if it weren't for her every year. I've seen her cry over their difficulties
and rejoice over their triumphs. Debbie, thank you for sharing your passion and dedication to children!

Caryn Braddy by Darci Hellman, Angie Gauthier and Angela Valentine
I've been walking beside Caryn since the beginning of Vision 21 years ago, and I'd like to thank her for always believing in this
school, in each child, and in each staff member. You are honest, kind, and committed. Because of your dedication, we have
been able to navigate through more twists and turns than we could have imagined, and we are still able to serve Learners in
our own special manner. Thank you so much, Caryn! Everything you do is greatly appreciated.
I'd like to express my gratitude to Caryn for all she's done this year! I can only image the anxiety that accompanied (and
continues to accompany) the decision to restructure the educational platform! Despite this, she was always available to us and
would smile at you even when you were having a bad day. Thank you for taking on the role of our fearless leader!
She has faced numerous challenges this year, including handling both the assistant and interim director roles for several
months at the start of the year; making decisions about how to best move forward with facilities; working to keep numerous
projects on track; and dealing with constantly changing state guidance. Throughout it all, her top goal was to look after our
students and the staff.

Carrie DeOnier by Vanessa Ryser
Carrie for the care she has been taking the to teach me new things and help me learn the process.  It has been a tremendous
help since joining VCA.

Theresa Hardin by Shannon White
Theresa is a friendly person who is dedicated to her learners along with their families. I greatly appreciate her assistance in the
Resource library, where she prepares resources for her students and is always one step ahead.  I'm also grateful to Theresa for
serving as our family's HQC and for mentoring me as I learned the ropes of being a part of the VCA family.

Kim Signs by Angela Valentine
While I didn't have direct experience with her leadership, I observed her take on the role of guiding all of the K-8 academic staff
through the various changes this year in a way that allowed them to focus on their students. She also contributed to the
Instructional Leadership and School Leadership teams with her valuable experience and knowledge.

Tammy Nelson by Angela Valentine
She worked with her team to plan for becoming a multi-district online school next year, in addition to encouraging cooperation
among members of her team and building processes for interacting with families. Also her contribution to the Instructional
Leadership and School Leadership teams with her valuable experience and knowledge has been a great resource to all involved.

Kerstin Owens by Angela Valentine
Kerstin's work on the new schedule calendar has helped the environment flow more smoothly, which has enhanced the
workplace not only for the staff but also for the families we serve. It was so helpful to be able to check at the calendar and
know that I was sending employees and families to the correct room when I filled in at the front desk one day.

Stephanie Barnett by Veronica Diaz Adame
Stephanie did an amazing job of organizing the 8th grade celebration. She went above and beyond to make sure the 8th
graders had a great experience.

Want to earn a shot at winning a $5 gift card of your own? Send kudos when you catch staff
going above and beyond to: cgallegos@visioncharteracademy.com

YOU CAN’T WIN IF YOU DON’T PARTICIPATE!


